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RTE. 74, 75. 


That he would grant unto us, that 
we, being delivered out of the 
Hands of our Enemies, might- 
ſerve Him without Fear, in Holi- 
nefs and Righteouſneſs before Hi lim, 
all the Days of our Life. 


SHOULD think myſelf inexcuſable, 
if, after having pattie addreſſed you 
with ſo many Admonitions, and fo 
many Encouragements, through the whole 
Period of our late Publick Alarms, I ſhould 
be ſilent as to the favourable Turn, which 
our Affairs ſeem now to be taking; and did 
not lead you to greet theſe firſt Openings of 
Deliverance which God is giving us, with 
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your earlieſt Hymns of grateful Praiſe, Far 


be it from any of us to reſemble the Nine 
Lepers (a), who though they had been fo 
loud in their Cries for Mercy under their Af- 
fliction as to be heard afar of, yet having 
received their Cure returned not to give Glory 
0 GOD. I am indeed fenfible, that our 
Deliverance is not yet compleat. Though 
our Enemies are fled with ſo much Precipi- 
tation before our Forces, led on by that 
Heroick Prince whom Providence has raifed 
fo gloriouſly to command them, we are not 
as yet putting off our Harneſs (b), But we 
have Reaſon to hope, that the End of gird- 
ing it on is in a great Meafure anſwered; 
anq; it is certain, that a becoming Acknow- 
ledgment of theſe Beginnings of Mercy, 
will be the moſt probable Means to ſecure 
the full Accompliſhment of our Hopes. I 
have therefore choſen the Words before us, 
with a particular View to this great and 
happy Event; and it is obvious, that they 
will naturally lead me into ſuitable and im- 


portant Reflections upon it. 


Vou will eaſily recollect, that they are 


Part of that celebrated Song, in which Za- 


chartas, the Father of Jobn the Baptiſt, ut- 
tered 
Ca) Luke xvii, 12,18, (b) 1 Kings xx. 11. 


(5) 


tered his Joys and his Hopes on the Birth of 


ſuch a Son, and in which he employed and 


conſecrated the firſt Accents of his recovered 
Speech. This venerable Prieſt, under the 
Influence of the Prophetick Spirit, bleſſes the 
GOD of Iſrael, who had raiſed up a Horn 
of Salvation (that is, who was juſt raiſing 
a powerful Saviour) for them, in the Houſe 
of his Servant David; whoſe Office and 
Glory it ſhonld be, o perform the Mercy 
promiſed to their Fathers, the Subſtance of 
which he comprehends in the Words of my 
Text; and thus to compleat what he had fo 
often engaged in Effect, tho not in expreſs 
Words, that Iſrael under his auſpicious Go- 
vernment, being delivered out of the Hands 
of their Enemies, and of all them that hated 
them, ſhould ſerve him without Fear, in a 


| ſteady Courſe of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 


before him. 

I will not take upon me to determine 
the exact Idea, which Zacharias himſelf had 
to theſe Words; whether he meant to refer 


to that great Salvation from our Spiritual 


Enemies, which CHRIS gives, and to thoſe 
Influences of his Spirit on the Hearts of his 
People, whereby they are effectually en- 
gaged to a perſevering Courſe of Holineſs 

and 
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(6) 
and Righteouſneſs; or whether he might have 
his Eye to ſome expected Conqueſt over that 
Gentile Power, by which J1/rael was then 
held in Subjection, and to a Temporal Ring- 
dom to be eſtabliſhed in Conſequence of it, 
in which Righteouſneſs ſhould reign in a more 
remarkable Manner, than it had ever before 
done among the Children of Men, He, 
like others of the Prophets, after having de- 
livered their Divine Oracles, might have 
need of ſearching what the Spirit of Chriſt 
did particularly fignify therein (c). But it 
is evident, that whether we take it in the 
one or the other of theſe Views, it will 
afford us a juſt Foundation for Two Re- 
marks, moſt ſuitable to our preſent Circum- 
ſtances : That to be delivered out of the 
Hands of our Enemies is a great Favour of 
Divine Providence ; and that it loudly 
calls for a Courſe of ſteady and chearful Obe- 
dience to God as our great Benefactor. 

It will therefore be very agreeable to the 
general Sentiments expreſſed in theſe Words, 
that I ſhould, 


FirsT, Endeavour to make you ſenſible 
of the Greatneſs of this Deliverance, 
which. 


(e) 1 Pet. i. 10, 11. 


AE TERS 
which Gop has now granted us out 
of the Hands of our Enemies. And, 


SEconDLY, Repreſent and inforce that 
Return, which He moſt reaſonably de- 
mands from us, and to which the Text 
may naturally dire& our Thoughts, 


Such Repreſentations are undoubtedly ne- 
ceſſary: I pray Gop, they may in this In- 
ſtance be as effectual, as they are ſincere, 
Jam, 


FirsT, To endeavour to make you ſen- 

ſible of the Greatneſs of this Delive- 

TY rance, which Gop has now granted 

us, by the Panick with which He ſeems 

to have ſtruck the Leaders and Abettors 

of that unnatural Rebellion, which 

He hath permitted to ariſe amongſt us; 

that ſo our Hearts may be diſpoſed to 

thoſe Returns of Gratitude which He 
demands. 


Now to this Purpoſe I ſhall conſider it, 
—— firſt, in a more general View; 
and hen, in ſome particular Circumſtances, 
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(S) 
which may farther en our _ 
Senſe of it. 


I. I would: conſider the Deliverance out 
of the Hands of our 'Enemies, which 
Gop is now opening upon us, in a 
more general View. 


Here I ſhall take a View of it in gene- 
ral, with Regard to the Aſpect which it has 
upon our Subſtance, —— our Liber- 
ties, —— our Religion, —— and our Poſte- 
rity, And each View will conyince us of 
its Importance, and do its Part towards 
awakening our Gratitude, 

To make you more ſenſible of this, let 


me now lead you to imagine, (tho' the Ima- 


gination is painful and ſhocking,) what mult 
have been our Caſe, if the Progreſs of the 
Rebellious Arms of our Enemies had been 


carried on with a Rapidity, like that which 


they at firſt boaſted; if they had been ſup- 
ported by powerful Succours from abroad; 
and if, according to their vain Hopes, conſi- 
detable Numbers from the Southern Part of 


our Iſland had joined them; ſo that they 


had marched on to our Capital, and taken 
— of it, either 3 or driving 
away 
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(5 ) 
away that illuſtrious Prince whom God has 
{et over us, and thoſe numerous Branches of 
his RoyatFatnily around Him, whom we have 
io long beheld with Delight as the Pledges of 
Peace and Happineſs to ſucceeding Genera- 
tions. Conſider, how our Poſſeſſions, and 
Liberties, our Religion, and Poſterity, would 
have been affected by ſuch an Event; and 
then judge, what an Aſpe&t our Deliverance 
= upon each, 


„ 


1. As to bur — balkan, 


This among fo many dearer Names, 15 
ſeem leſs worthy of our Mention. A gene- 
rous and manly Spirit will indeed bear the 
Diminution of it with a calm Steadineſs ; 
and the true Chriſtian will be conſcious of 
%g better and a more enduring SubRante (d), 
laid up beyond the Reach of Violence and 
Rapine. Yet ſome Value is juſtly to be ſet 
on What we here poſſeſs, as the Gift of 
Providence, and as that by which we are 
enabled, not only to make ſome cornfortable 
Proviſion for thoſe whom Gop has com- 
mitted to our immediate Care, but likewiſe 
to do Good to many others, by a Variety © 

(4) Heb. x. 34. 


( 10.) 
of humane and charitable Actions, which 
may greatly adorn our Religious Profeſſion. 
And whether our Wealth be the Acquiſition 
of our own Induſtry, or have deſcended to 
us by Inheritance from our F athers, there 
is ſomething in each of theſe Conſiderations, 
which makes the Loſs of it grievous; how 
gradually ſoever it may be impaired, and 
tho no Circumſtance of external Violence 
deprive us of it, but we ſeem (according to 
the remarkable Expreſſion of the Prophet,) 
to put our Money into a Bag with Holes (e). 
Much more grievous then muſt it be, to be 
ſtripped on a Sudden, and above all, in ſuch 
a Way ; to ſee our Enemies poſſeſſed of what 
we juſt before called our own, and perhaps 
taking a malicious Pleaſure, not only to uſe, 
but to deſtroy it before our Eyes. 
The great Author of our Nature, wha, 
moſt fully knows its Frame, does ſometimes 
mention this among the ſaddeſt Conſequences 
of Invaſion and Conqueſt. So the Diſtreſs 
and Vexation of it is pathetically repreſented, 
in the Meſſage he ſent to Iſrael by Moſes (H, 
Mine Ox ſhall be ſlain before thine Eyes, and 
| thou. ſhalt not eat thereof; thine Aſs (the 
uſual Beaſt of Burthen among them, and 
anſwering 


(e) Hag. i. 6. 2 Deut. XXviii. 31, 33, 34. 


(1) 
anſwering to our ordinary Horſes,) ſhall be 
violently taken' away before thy Face, and ſhall 
not be reflored to thee: Thy Sheep ſhall be 
given to thine Enemies, and thou ſhalt have 
none to reſcue them : The Fruit of thy Land, 
and all thy Labours, ſhall a Nation which 
thou knoweſt not, eat up: So that thou ſhalt 
be mad, * the 8 f thine Eyes which thou 
ſhalt fee,” 

While our Enemies have been traverſing 
the Northern Part of our Iſland, and pene- 
trating even to its Center, Thouſands have 
known the literal Accompliſhment of theſe 
Words. And I hope, we ſhall never for- 
get, that the Cup was juſt paſſing to us: So that 
had not Gop, and that brave Prince whom 
He made the Inſtrument of our Deliverance, 
turned them back, they had in a few Hours 
entered our Houſes with haughty Violence: 
And had we ſtaid till they arrived there, we 
might have beheld our Proviſions greedily 
devoured, yea profuſely waſted ; perhaps too, 
had we not been ſufficiently obſequious to 
theſe deteſtable Inmates, our Furniture wan- 
tonly deſtroyed ; our Houſes plundered; our 
very Garments ſtripped off; and beyond all 
peradventure, heavy Contributions levied, 
the Amount 'of which in one Day. might 
| B 2 have 


(12) 


have been much greater, than the neceſſary 
Taxes which the Legiſlature, tho with Re- 


luctance, are compelled for | the Publick 
Safety to demand; or than Charity to the 
Families of thoſe who are gone out to fight 


our Battles, inclines us voluntarily to advance 
for theit Support. This might have been 
out Fate, in their March towards our Capital; 


and in a more extream Degree, in their Re- 


turn. And when this tumultuous Scene bad 


been oyer, what could we baye expected, 
but much heavier Exactions, than eyen the 
preſent Diſtreſs requires? with this painful 


Difference, that inſtead of advancing our 


Money for the Afliſtange of thoſe who guard 
and. defend us, it muſt then haye been given 
as a Reward to our Oppreſſorz and Spoilers; 
I had almoſt ſaid, as a Fee to our Executio- 
ners. When therefore you enter your peace- 
ful Habitations, when you fit) down to your 
plentiful Tables, and repoſe. yaurſelyes as un- 
der your oum Vines and Fig-trees, remember 
to whom you ' owe it, that you can call 
them hour own, and be thankful for this De- 
Jiverance out of the Hands of ou Enemies 


A Deliverance, Which Will be felt in Pro- 
portion to the Degree in which it is von | 


Ges; and which we ave next to vi 
2 2. In 


(13) 


* Ns \ the, AlpeR which u ben ene 
Lier. | 


1 


= Bondage — Plenty and Magnifi- 


cence taſteleſs to 2 generous Spirit; ſo P On, 


verty itſelf puts on a chearful Smile under 
the Bleſſings of Liberty, which makes, if I 
may allude to the Words of David (g, 4 
Little. that a Freeman halb, better than the 
Abundance of many Slaves. Were Liberty 
the Portion of the whole Human Race, (and 
would to Gop, that it were, ) each of them 
ſhould prize it as, next to Religion, his 
choiceſt Treaſure. But it is well known, 
that by the proud Uſurpation of Princes or 
Prieſts, and generally by their colluſive Com- 
bination to ſupport the Tyranny of each 
other, it has been almoſt entirely baniſhed 
from the Continent, and ſeems, if not ta 
haye ſought its laſt Refuge, at leaſt to have 
fixed its favourite Abode, in the Britiſh Do- 
minions ;, where it now. reigns, in the Per- 
ſon. of gur Gracious SovpxkrIOx, as 1 
Guardian Genius, who underſtands the 

and the Honours of Royalty ſo well, as — 
inks is his at AY WIR u hrs 


> n 


(e) pal. xXXVii, ; 16, 


0 
( 14 ) 


if I may be permitted ſo to ſpeak, the Law 
that rules ſupream; and the greateſt and beſt 
of our Princes moſt juſtly eſteem it the no- 
bleſt Point of their Ambition, to be its Pro- 
tectars and Vicegerents : As it is indeed a glo- 
rious Ambition, to defend a Syſtem of wiſe 
and equitable Laws, which the Inhabitants 
of Britain from Age to Age, in their own 
Perſons, or by their Repreſentatives, have 
choſen to impoſe on themſelves and their Poſ- 
terity, for their common Security and Hap- 
pineſs, —— And could we have borne to fee 
them inſolently trampled under Foot, and 
_ Arbitrary Will eſtabliſhed in their ſtead? 1 
hope, we could not haye endured it, while 
Heaven had left us any Force to oppoſe it ; 
but that, according to the animated Expreſ- 
fion of a celebrated Writer, we ſhould 
© rather have choſen to die the lat of Bri- 
« tiſh Freemen, than to live the firft of 
« Britiſh Slaves.” Yet what but Slavery 
could we have expected, had our Throne 
been filled by one, trained up in the oppreſ- 
five Maxims of the French and the Roman 
Courts? who had alſo ſo many Arrears to 
diſcharge, that it is abſolutely impoſſible he 
ſhould have done it, without impoveriſhing 


us to a Degree which only a Nation of Slaves 
could 


(75). 
could have ſabmitted- to: For ſurely we 
muſt have been hound, before we could have 
permitted ourſelves to dare been F ſo 
bare. Þ - 

Great Reaſon. indeed ban? we to beli ieve, 
notwithſtanding all his empty and abſurd 
Pretences *©* of eſtabliſhing us in the Poſſeſ- 
4 ſion of what we never loſt *, that if we 
ſhould ever be ſo unhappy as to ſee the Pre- 
tender poſſeſſed of the Power he ſo unrea- 
ſonably claims, the Manner of our King would 
be like what Samuel ſo ſtrongly deſcribes to 
the Men of rael (; by whom (he tells 
them) tbeir Children would be abuſed, and 
their Eftates taken away, or the Product of 
them ſubjected to ſuch Impoſitions, that they 
who retained the titulary Right to them, 
would be little better than Tenants and Ser- 
vants to their haughty Monarch, Had we, 
like the Mraelites, ourfelves concurred in mak- 
ing ſuch a King, we might like them have 
reaſonably expected, that he n we had cried 
out under this Load of Opprefſion „ the Lord 
ſhould not have heard us. 74% 


Let 


* See that incomparable Diſcourſe, intitled, The Oc- 
caſional Writer ; er an Anſwer to the Pretender's Second 
Manifeſto, &c. 

_ (6) 1 Sam. viii. 11.—18. 


Let us always Ding that it is our ili 
— Duty, t6 exert ourſelves to the 
utmoſt to prevent ſo fatal a Change in our 
Conſtitution: And let us bleſs Gop every 
Day of our Lives, that they who were weak 
or wicked enough to attempt it, have found 
themſelves unable to perform their Enter- 
Prize (i); and that, through 'the Special 
Care of Divine Providence, or Soul is Ag 
caped as a Bird out of the Snart of the' Fow- 

lers; that the Snare, which would have ham 
pered us, not only to our Vexation, but tb 
our Deſtruction, is happily broken, and wee 
are eſcaped free and unhurt (. A Simile, 
which im this Application of it will appear 
more evidently mm ben we Are our 
r . 


3 tho Ages whe i bus upon e 
* 


If Religion be any _—_ at „ all V Conifer 
to a Man, it is beyond all Comparifon more 
than every Thing elſe; ¶ Nation does not eaſily 
change its Gade (1), be they what they will: 
And to have merely ſome particular Forms 


of a Religion, in the main n to 
be 


(5) Job v. 12. (#) Pal, exxiv. 7 (Jer. ji, 11. 
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617) 

be true, obtruded contrary to a Man's Reliſh, 
and eſpecially contrary to his Conſcience, is 
an inſufferable Evil. What then muſt it 
be, to have our Religion violently torn away 
from us, ſo far as it can be torn away; to 
ſee it at leaſt injured, oppreſſed, and inſult- 
ed, if not immediately borne down and ex- 
tirpated ? That pure, holy, and perfect Re- 
tigion; which CR ISH and his Apoſtles planted 
upon Earth; and which our pious Forefathers 
have delivered down tous, in all its Eyidence, 
with ſuch faithful Care, ſealed with the Blood 
of ſo many Martyrs and Gonfeſſors! To 
exchange this, (or to be urged at length, by 
Penal, perhaps by Sanguinary Laws, to ex- 
change it,) for ſo erroneous and ſuperſtitious, 
ſo abſurd and idolatrous 4 Heap of Tenets, 
Ceremontes, and Ujages, that it ſeems almoſt 
profaning the Word to call it a Religion: 
To give up our Bibles to the Flames; to lay 
aſide this rational and devout Manner of wor- 
ſhipping Gop (as we aſſuredly believe) in 
the moſt ſcriptural and acceptable Way, for 
the unintelligible Targon of @ Maſs ; to bow 
down to Images, as if we had been trained 
up in the moſt ſtupid Heatheniſm; and to 
adore à Piece of Bread, as the Saviour of 
the World! How much is the Thought 

C worſe 


(18 ) 
worſe than Death? Yea, how beautiful muſt 
Death appear, as met in Oppoſition to ſuch 
a Change? ? 

And is the Suppoſition I am now a 
at all unnatural ? We will make all the moſt 
candid Allowances: We will ſuppoſe the 
Diſpoſition of all the Branches of the Aſ- 
piring Family, which urges its Divine Right 
to rule us, to be ever fo gentle: We will 
grant, (what indeed I verily believe,) that 
many who have been bred up in Popery, 
would abhor the Cruelties of Perſecution, 
and grieve to ſee their Proteſtant Neighbours, 
among whom many of them have lived fo 
long unmoleſted, periſhing in Jails, or expir- 
ing in Flames. Yet were that Corruption of 
Chriſtianity reſtored amongſt us, it would 
not be in their Power to prevent it. The 
Tniquity is eftabliſhed by a Law; and (as ſeve- 
ral excellent Writers have of late very ſeaſon- 
ably demonſtrated from the moſt authentick 
Authority *,) Perſecution is grown into the 
very Vitals of their Religion, and become 
not only an Appendix to it, but an eſſential 

| Part 


* See the Bp. of Oxford's excellent Sermon on Occa- 
fon of the Rebellion; and that lively and uſeful Pamph- 
let, intitled, Great Britain's Memorial againſt Popery 
and the Pretender. 


\ 


f (19) 
Part of it. And indeed its Abſurdities are 
ſo great, that it is difficult to imagine, how 
it could ſubſiſt, if it were not thus ſup- 
ported. At leaſt, we evidently ſee this to be 
Fact, that where-ever Popery has prevailed, 
fuch Methods have been uſed ; and if any 
1 Proteſtant Churches remain within its dark 
Domains, it is plainly for Want of Power to 
9 deſtroy them: For in many Places we ſee, 
they have been barbarouſly erterminaftd, 
48 where every Conſideration of Honour and 
® Gratitude, of Publick Faith and National In- 
tereſt, muſt have loudly demanded, that 
they ſhould be tolerated and ſheltered. 

The preſent Deliverance therefore ſtrongly 
calls upon us, in Teſtimony of the Grati- 
tude we owe unto the Lord our Gop, to 
enter into his Gates «with Thankſgtving, and 
into his Courts with Praiſe (m) : Since we 
have ſo much Reaſon to imagine, that if Hz 
had not put a Stop to their Deſigns, our 
Enemies would have been advancing with 
haſty Steps, to ſhut up thoſe Gates, and to 
make 7hoſe Courts deſolate, or (which is far 
worſe than Deſolation) to fill them with 
Lolatrous Altars. And if any ſhould ſug- 
geſt, that common Policy, and indeed 

C 2 © Neceſſity, 
(n) Plal. c. 4. 
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620) 
« Neceſity, might have obliged them, even 
if they had been Conquerors, to proceed 
* by flow Degrees in their Attempts to com- 
* paſs a Deſign of this Nature; I might 
anſwer, that no Conſideration 'of Prudence 
can curb the Sallies of blind Zeal, which 
often calls it Piety to ſet Wiſdom at Defi- 
ance, I might alſo plead, that the ,t Ai. 
tempts of this Kind muſt be grievous to every 
Good Man; and eſpecially to ſuch, as have 
Penetration enough to ſee whither thoſe At- 
tempts would naturally lead. And this Re- 
mark will appear to us with a great Increaſe 
of Wo, whe we conſider, 


4. The happy Ape which this Delive- 


rance wears, with Reſpect to our Poſ- 
terity. 


Should we - ſappoſe it poſſible, that ce o 
ſelves, while groaning under ſo many Inju- 
ries and Oppreſſions, might have been per- 
mitted to alleviate our Sorrows, by attending 
Divine Ordinances in a pure and regular Ad- 
miniſtration of them; yet Eccleſiaſtical 4 
rann, the inſeparable Companion of Civil, 
might have grown ſtrong enough to > 
prohibited that Attendance in the Days of 

our 


(21) | 
our Children. Should the fiery T * come 
ſooner, as it not improbably might, 1 am 
well perſuaded, that Religion, degenerate as 
the preſent Age 1 is, would not want its Mar- 
tyrs, of various Denominations, Ages, and 
Circumſtances, There are undoubtedly Paſ- 
tors who would lead on their Flocks to this 
glorious Combat, and Multitudes of private 
Chriſtians who would bravely follow, to de- 
fend the Cauſe of Truth and Piety at the 
Stake, when they could no longer defend it 
in the Field, and to honour it with their 
Blood, tho' unable to reſcue it. But our 
dear Offspring in the tender Scenes of Child- 
hood and Infancy, what would they do? Into 
whoſe Hands would their Education fall ? 
How eaſily might their unexperienced Eyes 
be ſtruck and inchanted with the vain Glit- 
ter of Superſtitious Worſhip, in @ Cæremo- 
nial which looks as if it were chiefly intended 
to amuſe Children! How eaſily might their 
weak Minds be ſeduced by the Sophiſtry of 
Error, or their ſoft Hearts intimidated by the 
Threatnings of Cruelty ! Yet all would moſt 
aſſuredly be tried upon them, And perhaps, 
before the Parents themſelves were driven 
away or deſtroyed, or their Hearts broken 
by other Calamities, the Inhumanity ſo lately 


13 


622) 


practiſed in France might be renewed in 
Britain. Children might be forced out of 
their Parents Hands, to be educated in what 
is ſo unjuſtly called he Catholick Faith; and 
thoſe Words of the Moſaicł Threatning might 
in a dreadful Senſe be fulfilled with Regard 
to them: Thy Sons and thy Daughters ſhall 
be given to another People, and thine Eyes ſhall 
hook, and fail with Longing for them all the 
Day long; and there ſhall be no Might in 
thine Hand (n). What Parent's Heart could 
bear the Proſpect? yea, what other humane 
and generous Heart could bear it? and not 
bleed to look on theſe innocent Victims, which 
muſt on that Suppoſition ſo ſoon be devoted 
at Idolatrous Altars, and paſs a wretched in- 
ſlaved Life, amidſt Temptations ariſing from 
their very Religion itſelf, which might have 
ſo fatal a Tendency to ſeduce them into the 
Ways of Eternal Death! 


When I reflect upon all theſe Particulars 
in their Connection with each other, I am 
inclined to repeat what I ſaid to you in Pub- 
kck, when this Rebellion firſt broke out: 
* That conſidering, on the whole, all the 
** probable Conſequences of Things as to both 

Worlds, 


67 7 xxvili. 32. 


. Jo 
© Worlds, it would be better, that our whole 
« Iſland ſhould ſink into the Ocean, and all 
its Inhabitants periſh at once in that Gene- 
* ral Wreck, than it ſhould remain to be 
e through ſucceeding Ages the Theatre of 
* ſuch Scenes, as our Enemies are ſtudying 
eto prepare, and labouring to introduce.“ 
This at leaſt I can moſt deliberately ſay, 
“ That had their Deſigns ſucceeded, they who 
* ſeemed, and who were with Regard to Ex- 
eternal Bleflings, the happieſt of Mankind, 
ce would have become of all others the mof 
© miſerable.” In the fad Situation I have been 
ſuppoling, the Rich might envy the Lot of 
thoſe, who had no Property to loſe : — 
They who had been educated in the warm- 
eſt Sentiments of Liberty, might think thoſe 
comparatively happy, to whom the Weight 
of Chains was grown leſs ſenſible, by having 
been worn from their Infancy: And the 
Parent of the moſt numerous and amiable 
Family, might rather have bleſſed the Womb 
that never bare, and the Breaſts that never 
gave fuck (o). Only the ſacred Name of 
Religion, amidſt all our Miſeries, would ſtill 
be delightful; and the happy Soul that has 
felt its Power, would in Poverty, in Servi- 

tude, 


1 


(e) Luke xxiti, 29. 


( 24 ) 

tude, in Captivity, or in the moſt immedi- 
ate Views of Martyrdom, rejoice in the un- 
conquerable Supports and glorious Proſpects 
it adminiſters. Yet ſtill, by ſuch a one, the 
Deſolation of Gop's Sanctuary, the Slaugh- 
ter of his Servants, the Seduction of the riſ- 
ing Generation, with. the apparent Hazard 
of the Proteſtant Cauſe, when the Strength 
of Great Britain was not only taken from it, 
but turned againſt it, would be felt with 
the moſt tender Agony, and make a more 
painful Impreſſion than could be apprehended 
even from all the Engines of Popiſh Cruelty. 

Proportionable to the Grief and Terror 
of ſuch a Proſpect, is the Joy of our open- 
ing Deliverance, when conſidered in theſe 
general and moſt important Views. But I 
muſt not forget, that I am to remind you, 


I. Of ſome particular 8 
which may ſerve farther to heighten it. 


Deliverance from an Enemy muſt be ac- 
knowledged a peculiar Favour of Providence, 
when his Character is ſavage, and his 
Rage exaſperated ; when his Heart has 
been elevated with repeated Succeſs ; —— 
when Deliverance has been earneſtly ſought 


by 


6250 
by Prayer; —— and when it is at laſt given, 
in a Manner that renders the Hand of Gop 
eminently conſpicuous. A few Words may 
ſuffice, to ſhew, that each of theſe Conſide- 
rations is applicable to the Caſe before us. 


All that are acquainted with the Charac- 
ter of our rebellious Enemies from - Lochaber, 
and the neighbouring Counties, know that 
they are numbered among the fierce/t and 
moſt barbarous of the Highland Clans. They 
have ſo much of the Diſpoſition of Banditti 
in their very Nature, that it had been terri- 
ble to have met a Company of them in 

Times of the profoundeſt Peace; in fo niuch 
that their Neighbours have long been forced 
to ſet a Guard on their Subſtance, leſt theſe 
Wretches ſhould have broke in upon it, 
and carried it away: So that the Words of 
Ezekiel ſeem the very Deſcription of them; 
brutiſh Men, ſrilful to deſtroy (p). And to 
whatever diſtinguiſhed Politeneſ our Neigh- 
bours on the Continent, who have joined 
them, may pretend, there are numerous 
Inſtances in which it has appeared in Fact, 
that their tender Mercies are cruel (g). The 
nearly deſperate Situation of the Pretender's 

Db Affairs, 


(p) Ezek. xxi. 31. (9) Prov. xii. 10. 


(26) 


Affairs, of which they well knew this to be 
the deciſive Criſis, might alſo have prompted 
them to a Severity of Rage, ſufficient to dou- 
ble all the Terrors of an ordinary War. The 
Diſappointment attending a former Rebellion, 
with the Death of ſome of their near Relati- 
ons who fell in the Cauſe, either by the Sword 
of Battle, or by that of Publick juſtice, 
might alſo exaſperaie particular Perſons: And 
the ſuppoſed Injuries ſuſtained through ſo 
long a Series of Years, by him whom they 
call their Prince, whom they have ſeen ex- 
iled, difowned, abjured, and outlawed, would 
be a more general Cauſe of Indignation againſt 
us; and (fo far as the Views of Policy would 
admit,) might very probably lead them to 
confider the greateſt Extremities of Military 
Execution, as not only _—— but me- 
ritorious. 


The Succeſs they had gained in the ever 
to be lamented Day of Preſton-Pans, toge- 
ther with the Advantage which they ſeemed 
to have over our Forces in the late Action at 
Falkirk, would naturally tend to make them 
more inſolent; as Minds fo baſe are always 
elated by Proſperity, to an outragious Kind 
of Madneſs, At the fame Time, the Grief 


into 


(27.) 
into which we were thrown by our repeated 
Diſappointments, (of which their Eſcape into 
Scotland was none of the leaſt,) does farther 
ſerve to render their ſudden Conſternation 
and Retreat at laſt, tho' their Numbers are 
ſaid to have amoynted to above Nine Thou- 
and, Matter of more agreeable Surprize, 
** and more pleaſing Reflection. And ſo much 
1 the rather, as ſome tender Minds might be 
1 ready to apprehend, that Heaven itſelf had 
declared againſt us a few Days before, in 
pouring down Showers. of Wrath upon us 
in the Day of Battle, fo as to damp our Fires; 
thereby in Effect diſarming us of the Wea- 
pons in which we truſted, and delivering 
- our Artillery into the Enemies Hands. A 
> double Pleaſure muſt it be in ſuch a Cir- 
| cumſtance, to view the Appearance of a Re- 
turn of Mercy: Eſpecially, 


© When we ſee in it Gop's gracious Anſwer 
to our repeated Prayers. Often have we 
cried to the Lord in our Trouble; and He is 
now ſaving us out of our Diſtreſſes (r). At- 
ter long Delay, He has ſeaſonably appeared, 
and given us Reaſon to own, that he bath 
not turned away our Prayer from him, nor 
D 2 bis 

(r) Paal. cvii, 13. 


| (28) 

his Mercy from us (g). Juſtly therefore may 
we ſay, We will love the Lord, becauſe he 
hath heard our Prayer and Supplication ; be- 
cauſe be hath inclined his Ear unto us, there- 
fore will we call upon him as long as we 
live (t). And once more, the Reflection 
and Reſolution are more eyidently juſt, 


As the Hand of GOD is fo remarkably 
apparent in the Iflue of this Aﬀair. Long 
has He ſeen, (and ſeen, I doubt not, with 
juſt Diſpleaſure,) how ready we are to aſcribe 
the Glory of Succeſs to ourſelves, and to 
boaſt, that our own Right Hand and Arm 
have gotten us the Victory. He hath there- 
fore (if I may uſe the Expreſtion,) been dig- 
ging deep to hide Pride from us (u) ; ſeem- 
ing to make it the Care of his Providence 
to prevent ſuch Arrogance from taking Place: 
And the Mercy is great, in Proportion to 
that Care. To Gop we muſt ſurely aſcribe 
it, that our Enemies did not immediately 
come forward on their Firſt Succeſs, while 
we were unprepared for our Defence, and 
take Advantage of the Terror they had 
ipread, before the Arrival of our Forces 

* 5 ſrom 


(s) Pal, Ixyi, 20. (.) Pfal, cxvi. 1, 2. (7 Job 
xxxiii. 17, h | 
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from Abroad. To Him we muſt aſcribe it, 
that the Politicks of France and Spain were 
ſo infatuated, that they did not attempt to 
invade our Coaſts, in the Midſt of that Con- 
ſternation which the Rebel Army occaſioned, 
when it was marching into the Heart of our 
Country: Or if the Delay were owing to 
the Damage which their Ships ſuſtained in 
the late Tempeſts, we owe it to the Great 
Sovereign of the Winds and Seas. And to 
His powerful Influence, which at Pleaſure 
takes away the Spirit of the boldeſt, we 
may piouſly aſcribe that ſudden Panicł which 
ſeized the Hoſt of our Enemies, ſo that 
(tho fo lately fluſhed with ſome viſible Ad- 
vantage gained over us,) they did not dare 
to look our Army in the Face; but fed 
with the utmoſt Precipitation, deſtroying 
their Artillery, and blowing up their own 
Ammunition, tho! not without ſome Circum- 
ſtances of treacherous Cruelty which have 
juſtly increaſed their Infamy. 

1 am ſenſible, there are ſome Views in 
which it might have appeared more deſira- 
ble, that they ſhould have ventured @ Battle, 
which muſt in all Human Probability have 
proved fatal to them: But on the other 
Hand, 


(30) 

Hand, not to inſiſt upon the Poſſibility of 
another Panick on our Side, (which, in Cir- 
cumſlances like thoſe in which we then ap- 
peared, we had, I hope, no juſt Cauſe to 
apprehend,) we may at leaſt conclude, that 
many among them would have fo/d their Lives. 
dear when grown deſperate, and have fought 
in: the Bitterneſs of their Hearts. Now ſure 
we muſt allow, that, after the deplorable 
Loſſes we have already ſuſtained fince the 
War and ithe Rebellion began, it is a very 
favourable Circumſtance, that the Foe was 
defeated without a Combate; and eſpecially at 
a Time, when every brave Soldier, and much 
more every valiant and experienced Officer, 
is (as the Prophet ſpeaks,) more precicus than 
the Gold of Opbir (x). Your own Thoughts 
prevent me, I doubt not, in applying what 
I now ſpeak, to that heroick and amiable 
Branch of the Royal Family, who was to 
have led our Forces to the Field, and whoſe 
Safety is ſo eminently, : and ſo juſtly, the 
' Publick Care, Had Gor permitted the burt- 
ful Sword to have approached him, (and 
how many Swords would have been pointed 
at him!) ſurely the Joy of compleat Victory 
2 national Deliverance would hardly have 
Jorg been 


(x) Ifai, xiii, 12. 


=. 
been felt; and our Shouts would have been 
turned into one univerſal Groan. But Gop has 


| preſerved him from the Hazards of the Field, 


and given him to my 4 the Terror of 
bis Name.. 


1 10 your 3 Flearts 10 wich Gratitude, 


while you hear theſe -imperfect Hints of the 


many merciful Circumſtances, with which 
Gop | hath adorned this great \Deliverance, 
and are ſecretly erying out, hat ſhall we 
render to him for theſe accumulated Bene- 


* I n not FG ered Time to enlarge 


73 1? 42011 ! on 
* Two ſmall Incidents contributed very much to this 
great Event. One was, that Cameram of Lochuil, the 
Head of one of the chief Clans, was wounded in in the 
Action at Pakirk, Ad 'gbliged to 80 Home; on x which 


prizing : Mac Duel of Glengary (who, if I miſtake 
not, commanded; in the Action at Prgſton- Pons, was 
figce the Battle killed accidentally by one of his own 
Men; and all that Clan going off on the Loſs of their 
Head, a great Defertion followed, which Had, no 


Doubt, a very great Influence on that Precipitation with 


which the Rebel Army fled: Tho” after all, it was the 


Terror of his Royal Highneſs $ Name, that compleated 
their Conſternation; ſo that, as a Perſon of great Emi- 
nence in thoſe Parts (from whom I had the Favour to 
be informed of theſe. Particulars) juſtly obſerves, He 
might ſay more than Ceſar, Yeni, non vidi, vici. 


1 
on the Anſwer; but I would ſuggeſt it 
briefly under the other 1 Head, where 


1 am, 


$EconvLy, To repreſent and inforce the 
Return, which Gop may reaſonably 
expect from us, and which the Text 
hints at in the concluding Part: That 
e might _ ſerve him without Fear, in 
_ Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him, 
og tf For: | | 


I may — a juſt peat 1 Occaſion 
from hence, to exhort you to conſecrate 
yourſelves to the Service of Gop; —— to 
ſet yourſelves to walk before bim in Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs ;, to purſue this Courſe 
with Chearfulneſs ; — and to perſevere in 
it with unwearied Conſtancy 


1. The — 9 whinh* we are now 
receiving, calls upon us all to e 
crate nee to the ner of Gov. 


[ It calls upon us, to bp nity Religious ; 
| : to remember the Bleſſed Gop as the great 
Author of this, and every Mercy; and in 

Conſequence of this, not only to addreſs 

forme 


( 33) 
fome tranſient Acknowledgment to him, but 
to ſerve him: To make an unſeigned Re- 
gard to Him, the Foundation of all our 
Virtues, and the Principle of all our AQi- 
ons. It particularly requires, that, conſci- 
ous of our Obligations to him, and our De- 
pendance upon him, we keep up a grateful 
Commerce with him, as our Creator, our 
Redeemer, our Protector, and our Father; 
and daily addreſs him in Prayer and Praiſe, 
as thoſe who know that we are unto him 2 
holy Prieſthood, and a peculiar People (y). * 
Let thoſe therefore, who have neglected theſe 
important and delightful Exerciſes, ſet them- 
ſelves to approach the Bleſſed Gop, through 
the great Mediator, and make a Dedication 
of themſelves to TY that their Services may 
be accepted: Let thoſe who have already 
done it, renew it with Pleaſure ; And let 
us all, 


2. Take Care to approve the Sincerity of 
ſach ſolemn Acts, by walking before him 
in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs. 


«hh As 


(y) 1 Pet. ii. 9. * As the Word Age is 
uſed in the Text, it evidently directs our Thoughts ta 
theſe Views, 


- ( 34 ) 

As the GOD to whom we profeſs to 
devote ourſelves, is holy, let us be holy in all 
Manner of Converſation (2) ; ſeparating our- 
ſelves from every Pollution both of the Fleſh 
and of the Spirit (a), and religiouſly obſerv- 
ing Righteouſneſs in all its Branches; giving 
in the Firſt Place to the Bleſſed GOD his 
Due, and eſteeming it an indiſpenſable Duty 
to abound in all the Offices of Juſtice and 
Charity to our Fellow. Creatures. Thus let 
us behave ourſelves, as before Him; remem- 
bering that we are continually in the yene- 
rable Preſence of that glorious Being, from 
whom no Artifice can conceal our Actions, 
to whom no ſpecious Pretences can dif 
them ; who ſees our M. ays, and counts all our 
Steps (b). This will give a Firmneſs and a 
Conſiſtency to our Conduct, which it could 
not otherwiſe have ; and will farther diſpoſe 
us, as we are required in the Text, 


3. To purſue this Courſe with a holy 
Chearfulneſs and Alacrity of Spirit; to 
ſerve him neithout Fear. 


The 


(z) 1 Pet, 45. (a) 2 Cor, vii. 1. (0) Job 
Xx 4. ; 


(35) 


The filial Fear of GOD is fo eſſential a 
Part of true Religion, that it is often put 


for the Whole of it; and the Angel which 


Jolm ſaw, flying through the Midſt of Hea- 
ven, having the everlaſting Goſpel to preach 
| to them that dwell on the Earth, demanded 
it aloud (c). But there is a certain Anxiety 
and Servitude of Spirit, which is beneath the 
Genius of Chriſtianity ; a gloomy and unge- 
rous Conception of the Deity, which is a 
Kind of heavy Chain upon the Mind; which 
makes all its Operations unwieldy, and pain- 
ful. This the gentle and encouraging Con- 
ſtitution of the Goſpel was intended to cure, 
by inſpiring us with Sentiments of Grati- 
tude, Hope, and Love. Fear hath Torment ; 
and therefore that Perfection of Love, to 
which ſo gracious a Diſpenſation was in- 
tended to bring us, caſteth it out (d). For 
we have not received the Spirit of Bondage, 
but of Adoption; and full of filial Affection 
and Confidence, under the Influences of that 
Spirit, we cry, Abba, Father (e). Having 
laid hold on the Covenant of Grace and Peace 
in CuR1sT, having ſecured our Everlaſting 
x Concerns 


(e) Rev. xiv. 6, 7. (4) 1 John iv, 18. 
(e Rom, viii, 15. 


(636) 
Concerns by committing our Souls into his 
faithful Hand, and liſting under him as the 
great Captain our Salvation, we ought not 
to be zerrified, as if we every Moment ap- 
prehended ſome fatal Event; but ſhould 
march on with chearful Courage, as thoſe 
that expect to be more than Conquerors (H). 
Te Lord is my Light, and my Salvation, 
whom ſhall I fear ? The Lord i 15 the Strength 
of my Life, of whom ſhall I be afraid? Tho 
an Hoſt ſhould encamp againſt me, my Heart 
ſhall not fear (g). Renewed r en 
ſhould encourage our Hope and Confidence 
in Him, and ſhould forbid that Anxiety of 
Spirit, which Seaſons of Publick Alarm are 
too ready to occaſion. Let this therefore be 


our Character and Temper: And to conclude 
the Exhortation, 


MM Let us conſtantly perſevere in it, and 
| carry it through all the Days of our 
Life, 


It was the unhappy Character of Iſrael, 
that tho' under the Firſt Impreſſions of his 
' merciful Appearances for them they ſang 


GOD's 
(/) Rom, viii, 27. (g) Pal, xxvii, 1, 3. 


EY ih - hs 
GOD's Praiſe, they ſoon forgat his Works (b). 
But we ought to remember, that tho' this 
particular Interpoſition and Act of Divine 
Providence be a tranſient Thing, the Effects 
of it are ſolid and permanent. If (which 
I hope will be the Caſe,) we enjoy future 
| Tranquility and Liberty ; if our Religious 
Rights continue unmoleſted, even to the 
End of our Lives; and our Poſterity riſe up 
to the ſame Bleſſings after us; we are to 
aſcribe it to this Defeat. of the common 
Enemy. It ought therefore to be our Care, 
to carry the ſubſtantial Proofs of our Grati- 
tude through every remaining Day of Life ; 
and, as far as in us lies, to tranſmit the Im- 
preſſion to them that come after us; as it 
is the Divine Pleaſure, that one Generation 
ſhould praiſe bis Works to another, and Spould 
declare his mighty Acts (i). And indeed, if 
the gracious Hand of GOD in our Delive- 
rance be forgot; if Men either attempt no 
Reformation at all, or ſoon return to their 
former Indolence * Wickedneſs; ] fear, 
our Caſe will be like that of the wretched 
Demoniack in the Parable, to whom He Evil 
Spirit, which had left him for a while, re- 
turned, with Seven confederate Spirits worſe 
| ban 

% Pal. cvi. 12, 13. (i) Pfal. cxlv, 4. 


Prayers ; 


( 38) 


than himſelf, who rendered his laſt State more 


miſerable than the former (&). 


But this naturally leads me to mention 
ſome Conſiderations, by which I ſhall far- 
ther inforce the Exhortation I have been 
addrefling to you. And you will eaſily per- 
ceive, that they are very obvious; and the 
Importance of 'them is equally apparent. 
—— We ſhall otherwiſe make a moſt un- 
grateful Return to Gop; we ſhall be 
condemned even by the Tenor of our own 
we may reaſonably expect, 
that Gop ſhould renew his Chaſtiſements with 
greater Severity ; —— or we may be aſſured, 
that to have alienated ourſelves from his Ser- 
vice after ſuch a Deliverance, will be Mat- 


ter of dreadful Account at laſt to every par- 


ticular Perſon, however Gop may be pleaſed 


to deal with us as a Nation. 


(1.) Let your own Conſciences judge, 
whether it were not 4 moſt ungrateful 
Return to the Bleſſed GOD for all the 
Benefits we have received from him, 
to neglect the Temper and Conduct to 
which we have been exhorted. 


What 
(#) Mat, xi. 43.—45. 


(39) 


What can we imagine He intended by 
this Train of Providences; by the Alarm, 
and the Reſcue? Was it not to awaken us? 
Was it not to engage us to ſerve bim? 
What other End could his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs propoſe in it? Or what ſo worthy 
End can we aſcribe to him ? And ſhall 
we, ſo far as in us lies, fruſtrate this graci- 
ous Deſign of Providence; a Deſign, which 
indeed fo greatly inhances the Value of the 
Mercy itſelf? Shall we go on in our Sins, 
and act as if we really imagined, that we 
were delivered, on Purpoſe to repeat and 
aggravate our Abominations (I)? Surely we 
ſhould think of it with Deteſtation. Ac- 
cording to that juſt and lively Reaſoning of 
the pious Ezra (m), After thou haſt given 
us ſuch a Deliverance as this, ſhould we again 
break thy Commandments? Gop forbid. ——- 
Were this to be our Conduct, 


(2.) We ſhould be condemned by the Tenor 


of our own Prayers. 


Let me on this Occafion ſeriouſly remind 
you, of our late ſolemn Aſſemblies, in Publick, 
and 


() Jer, vii, 10, (u) Ezra ix. 13, 14. 
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and in Private; of the repeated and earneſt 
Supplications, which we have made it our 
profeſſed Buſineſs to pour out in the Divine 


' Preſence. And what was then the Language 


of our Lips, and of our Hearts? Could we 
have preſumed to fay, © Lord, deliver us, 
© that we may go on to offend Thee! And 
* lengthen out our Tranquility, that our 
«© Minds may be as vain, our Paſſions as 


<<. irregular, and our Lives as unprofitable as 


*© before!” No, far from this, it was our Prayer, 
that Gop would by all this rer ws! that 
he would reform us as'a Nation! And what 
vile Hypocriſy, what profane Contempt. of 
the Divine Being were it, to pretend to de- 
ſire Reformation.as a Nation, while we are 
unwilling to bear aur Part in it; nay, while 
we are throwing in the Weight of our Ex- 
ample, be it more or leſs, into the oppoſite 
Scale! Alas, Sirs, you may forget your Pray- 
ers, as ſoon as you have ended them ; you 
may diſregard the Purport of them, even 
while. you pretend by your Bodily Poſture 
and Appearance to be offering them to Gop: 
But they are all ſet down in the Book of his 
Remembrance ; and His Eye, which can ne- 
ver be cluded or impoſed upon, diſcerns the 
Conſiſtency or Inconſiſtency of your Actions, 

when 


(47) 
when compared with them. If therefore 
theſe reaſonable and grateful Returns be not 
made, it follows by a natural Connection 
with the former Conſideration, 


(3.) We may juſtly apprehend, that Gop 
will renew his Chaſtiſements with greater 
Severity. 


Such is the Tenor of that dreadful Scrip- 
ture, F ye will not be reformed by me by 
theſe Things, ſaith the Lord, (that is, by the 
Calamities which had been ſpoken of before,) 
but will ſtill walt contrary to me; Then will 
4 alſo walk contrary to you, and will puniſh 
you yet Seven Times more for your Sins (u). 
And let us not imagine this impgſſible. Let 
us not act, as if we thought, (what it is cer- 
tain none of us can think,) that Gop hath 
no Weapon but the Sword, by which he can 
chaſtiſe us. Thoſe Arrows of his Righte- 
ons Diſpleaſure which he is diſcharging againſt 
our Cattle, ſuch as in ſome Inftances have 
been a Forerunner to the moſt terrible of all 
Temporal Judgments, a Peſitlence among 
Men, may ſenſibly teach us the contrary, 
—— Nor can we imagine, that if he choſe 


F to 


(1) Lev. xxvi. 23, 24. 
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to make the Sword the Inſtrament of his 
Juſtice, he has 0 other Hands to wield it, 
than thoſe from which it now ſeems to be 
falling. Nay, even Zhe/e, falling Hands can 
he ſtrengthen. His Almighty Breath can in 
a Moment blow up the dying Embets into 
a Flame, which ſhall ſpread from our Cities 
to our Villages, and conſume our Houſes, 
onr Palaces, and our Churches. It 1s 
very obſervable, that when Feruſalem was 
| Juſt going to be deftroyed, firſt by the Chal- 
deans, and ſeveral Ages afterwards by the 
Romans, that a few Months before the fatal 
Blow came, the Hoſtile Armies which were 
encamped againſt the City, on a ſudden 
raiſed the Siege, and removed to ſome Diſ- 
tance; which afforded à ſhort Triumph to 
the wretched Inhabitants. * But alas, ſoon 
did they return with redoubled Terror, and 
execute the Divine Judgments upon them, 
with a Severity hardly to be equalled in the 
Hiſtory of any other Country. Let Britain 
hear and tremble; leſt after having ſhared 
with Feruſalm in the rich Bleſſings it re- 
ceived and abuſed, we alſo ſhare with it in a 

| pro- 


'® See Jer. xxxvü. 5, — 10. and 70% ph, Bell, 
Jud. Lib. ii, cap. 19. [a 24-] $. 6,7 7. 
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proportionable Vengeance, But whether that 
Vengeance fall upon us as a Kingdom, or not, 


(4.) We may be aſſured, that to have ali- 
enated ourſelves from the Service of 
Gov, after having received ſuch and ſo 
many Deliverances, will be to each 
particular Perſon Matter of dreadful 
Account before the Tribunal of Gop 
at laſt, 


Remember it, Sirs, the Day is near ; that 
awful important Day, that will call you to 
the Divine Bar: And are not many of you 
every Hour liable to be called thither, with 
the Guilt of all your Sins upon your Head? 
Alas, how many have paſſed into Eternity 
fince this Rebellion broke out, even of thoſe 
| who have not been expoſed to the Ravages 
of War, and the Terrors of the Sword! 
How many, that but a few Weeks ago were 
as inquiſitive after News, and as impatient to 
hear the Event as we, have been ſuddenly 
cut off in the Midſt of all the Tumult and 
Agitation of their various Paſſions; and 
found perhaps, that, important as the Affair 
was about the Iſſue of which they were ſo 
ſolicitous, there was another of infinitely 

F 2 greater 
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greater Moment to them, which they neg- 
lected; and neglected to their Eternal Ruin! 
We all know, that we muſt ſhortly be 
among the Dead: And ſurely when we have 
that ſolemn Interview with our Judge, He 
will remember thro' what a Scene we have 
paſſed; and will diſtinctly attend to every Cir- 
cumſtance, in his Conduct towards us. And 
how juſtly may He expoſtulate with us, at 
leaſt by the Voice of our own Conſcience, 
in ſome ſuch Language as this?? What 
** could I have done more for you, than J did? 
„ What Methods did I not try upon you ? 
* By my kind Providence you were born in 
a Land, for its Civil and Religious Pri- 
« vileges the Glory of all Lands, You 
* grew up from your Infancy in a profound 
Peace, and only heard by a diſtant Report 
4 of the Calamittes, with which other Na- 
tions were exerciſed. On you I tried 
gentler Methods, ſending to you all my 
Servants, riſing up early and ſending them, 
* with McllugeFof the moſt evident Impor- 
* tance; but ye would not hear (o). Yau 
ſtill continued ſertled on your Lees (p): 
And therefore, after long Forbearance, 
*+* I for a little while changed the Dealings 
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of my Providence, I ſhook my Rod oyer 
you : 1 permitted an Enemy to invade 
you, and Evil to riſe up againſt you at 
Home: And after long Inſenſibility, you 
ſaw your Danger extream. But while it 
was preſſing, you were 700 buſy to mind 


Religion. -It was judged Employment 
enough, to prepare for your Security 
againſt the Violence of Man; whereas 
my Diſpleaſure was not apprehended, nor 
any ſerious Meaſures taken to provide 
againſt it. I bore all this; and by a ſud- 
den Turn in my Providence 1 delivered, 
and eftabliſhed you again: And you did 
indeed take ſome Notice of it. You en- 
quired into the Circumſtance ; you talked 
of it for a while, as a remarkable Story : 
But it proved @ mere Amuſement, Your 
Hearts were not ſtruck ; you returned not 
unto me: No Man repented of his Wick- 
edneſs, ſo as ſeriouſly to ſay, What have 
J done (q)? Therefore were you juſtly 
given up as incorrigible. I had Reaſon to 
ſay, Why ſhould ye be firicken any more? 
ye will revolt more and more (r). Won- 
der not therefore, that you are now given 


e up to Deſtruction, after having been thus 
« ſolicited 


(4) Jer, viii, 6, (r Lai. i. f. 
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* ſolicited and alarmed, thus reſcued and 
* intreated again, in vain.” 

May Divine Grace preſerve you from that 
dreadful Sentence, which muſt ſucceed to 
ſuch a Remonſtrance]! May it inſpire us all 
with better Sentiments; that we may not 
only learn, (what theſe inſufferable Diſor- 
ders muſt, I think, teach the moſt ftupid,) 
to be ſenſible of the Bleflings we enjoy un- 
der His MaJjesTY's happy Adminiſtra- 
tion, and moſt loyally to exert ourſelves to 
the utmoſt in its Defence: But may we alſo 
learn, to ſubmit ourſelves moſt conſtantly to 
the Government of Gop! May we all be en- 
caged to ſearch cur Ways and our Hearts (5), 


that we may correct every Thing that is 


amiſs, and may act more worthy the ſignal 
Bleſſings we continue to enjoy, and the gra- 
cious Providence by which we are re-eſtab- 
liſhed in them | 


I ſhall conclude, with one more general 
Reflection and Inference; which will ever 
be ſeaſonable, and which moſt directly ſuits 
the Text in its primary Deſign, as uttered 
at the Birth of John the Forerunner of our 


Lord. 
How 


(5) Lam, iii. 40. 
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How incomparably great are our Obliga- 
tions to Gop, for that Deliverance 
which He hath granted us by his Son; 
and how great will our-Guilt and Con- 
demnation be, if we do not improve 
it aright ! 


The utmoſt Rage of Human Enemies can 
only kill the Body (t); but thoſe Spiritual 
Enemies from whom CHRIST delivers us, 
are aiming at the everlaſting Deſtrumiom of 
the Soul, By him Gop hath condeſcended 
to give us the moſt compleat Rule, and the 
moſt amiable Example, of a pious, holy, 
and rightedus Life; inforced by every Motive 
that can ſtrike the moſt active of our Paſ- 
ſions. The ſtupid Diſregard of it which fo 
generally prevails,“ is, next to the mad Op- 
poſition which Men of corrupt Minds are 
making to it, the baſeſt and moſt provok- 
ing Ingratitude to the Divine Being. And 
the juſt Diſpleaſure of Gop againſt it will 
be irreſiſtibly demonſtrated, when He, whom 
Men will not now receive as a Deliverer, 
ſhall be revealed in flaming Fire, taking Ven- 

| geance 
(t) Mat. x. 28. 
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geance on them that know not GOD, and that 


obey not his Goſpel (u). 

But I hope, many.of us have been en- 
paged by Divine Grace to comply with its 
Dejign, and have the Teſtimony of our Con- 


ſciences that we are walking before GOD in 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, Let ſuch of us 


be animated to go on chearfully in our Way. 
Let our Souls magnify the Lord, and our Spi- 
rits rejoice in GOD our Saviour (x) ; per- 
fiſting in his Service, till we arrive at that 
World, where our Diſpoſition to it, and our 
Happineſs in it, ſhall meet with no Inter- 
ruption or Allay ; even at thoſe peacefuFand 


bliſsful Regions, where no Name of an Ene- 
my ſhall be heard but in Songs of Triumph ; 


and where the utter Deſtruction of the laſt 
of Enemies, ſhall furniſh out Matter for 


thoſe Songs. 0 


(A) 2 Theſſ. i. 7, 8. (x) Luke i. 46, 47. 
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add the Hymn which was ſung after Ser- 
mon, as what may naturally and plainly ex- 
preſs thiſe Devout Sentiments, which vill, 
I hope, riſe in the Mind of every attentive 
Reader. 


* 


I, 


8 ALVATION does to God belong, 
His Power and Grace ſhall be our Song: 
His Hand hath dealt a ſecret Blow, 

And Terror ſtrikes the haughty Foe: | 


l. 


The 1611 s avenging Sword is nigh 
In Uproar wild their Legions fly : 

And Stores, ſo late their Boaſt and Joy; 
Their own deſpairing Hands deſtroy: 


in. 
Praiſe to the Lok b, who bows his Ear; 
Propitious to his People's Prayer ; 
And, tho' Deliverance long delay, 


Anſwers in his well-choſen Day. 
8 IV. Oh 
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IV. 


+ 


| Oh may thy Grace our Land engage, 


. Reſcued from fiexce barbarian Rage, 


The Tribute of irs Love to bring 
To Thee, our Saviour and our King! 


V. = 


Our Temples guarded from the Flame, 
Shall eccho thy triumphant Name : 
And every peaceful private Home 
To Thee a Temple ſhall become. 


VI. 


Still be 1t our ſupreme Delight, 

To walk as in Thine honour'd Sight; 
Still in thy Precepts, and thy Fear, 
To Life's laſt Hour to petſevere ! 
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